
WASHINGTON.
. 'Liberty and Union, now and forever, on and

inseparable*"

THURSDAY, MAY t, 185i*

We copy below, from other journals,some just re¬

flections on the recently-exploded second plot for the
invasion of Cuba, and on the prompt measures of the
President of the United States for the frustra¬
tion of that nefartons project and the prosecution of
its authors. We suppose that the failure to find a

jury in New Orleans willing to inflict punishment
on the contrivers of the former disgraceful scheme,
gave hopes of impunity for a second enterprise,
and encouraged the pseudo-patriotic fraternity lo

try it again. We hope, shotrid the evidence of intent
prove as clear in this case =as it was in tke former,
a New "York jury will be found less indulgent to

such infractions of the lew than that of New 'Or¬
leans proved to be, and that its violators will be
taught a'lesson that wiW last them for the rest Of
their lives. We trust, also, that any others who
may sympathize with the detected offenders, or

may bcso lax in thek^sense of duty as to entertain
a disposition to join any simitar scheme, will
now discover that it is not so easy, even in this
widely-extended and'free country, to mature plots
tigamct the public pcace and honor without risk of
discovery and prevention. There is no country in
which the People are so free as this from espion¬
age, yet none inwh'.ch the eye-of the^Government
is more wide awako and more prompt to lay its
hand on evil-doers. In the case now before us,

- some days before*there was a whisper of the plot
in the public papers, the President had knowledge
of the movements of the conspirators, and had
transmitted orders to the proper-officers at several

" Southern seaports to seize the vessels and appre¬
hend the individuals engaged in1 the expedition,

trox muladilmm. *obth ahkbicaw.

Th« PHBsitrtrc-r's Procla»c*iohv.The movements for
an invasion of the Island of C«ba, with which welUauttasnr-
cated intelligence ha. recently fam»liai«ed the public mior,
have at length assumed .nek ahape and-substance a. to

iustify the interference of the !Executive Government,
and to call forth a proclamation. This is the aecend
time in a period of less than two years that expediteshave been .a: on foot in the' UniWd State., throogh the

agency of foreign adrental of desperate fortunes, who
have nothing to hazard and every thing to gain by the chcnce
of revolution-on the rich island against wh.ch their^rtckedand mercenary plans h.w been and ace still directed,
therefore becomes a serious question, whether the picsent
laws are adequate to the punishment of these renegsdec and
robbers who infest our cities, end who;'by their mal-prscticea,
might embroil as in collision *with foreign Powers, if such
an expedition should succeed in landing and wrestmg Cuba
from its rightful owner, our .accountability to Spain, under
the solemn obligationa of a-treaty, would be but indifferently
fulfilled by answering that every reasonable precaution had
been employed to prevent 'He organisation. Thi# Govern¬
ment stands bound in good fcith to arrest every such scheme,
and to provide the necessary means of vigilance and force in

executing dts treaty stipulations. Whatever embankmentor injury, therefore, might result froroum invasion fcke this
would fsli upon the Govemoaent, and no: upon the criminals,
whom justice should visit with the sternest penalties.

Considerations of public .policy, as well aa of integrity and
honor, require that these hostile expeditions against the terri¬

tory of a neighboring Power, with which we hold delations of
friendship, should be puUowc by the strong arm of force, as

they have been condemned by the strong <roice of moral and
enlightened opinion all o*er the country. Tbey are not re¬

deemed even.although that«rould furnish no j ushfication for
outraging laws or treaties.by the pretended merit ofa popular
revolution, but are incited by* spirit of plunder and profli¬
gacy. And if we may jastlyxlenounce the foreign adventu¬
rers, who, disregarding the obligations of hospitality,*nd the
protection afforded against the tyranny of their recent mas¬

ters, come-hereto violate our neutrality, what is to-be thought
of those of our own citiiona^rho give them "aid-and com¬

fort >" Ignorance may be pleaded in the one case, but there
is no such extenuation in the other. For our ,.p«rt, we

ahould welcome the conviction and exemplary punishment of
all engaged in these lawless -enterprises as a public ..benefit,
for the irflaence that it would exert in intimidating the wesk
and in restraining the strong. And in th«e connexion we

regard it as discreditable to tba administration of the law in

New Orleans, that the personc implicated in tfce former expe¬
dition against Cuba were allowed to go " unwhiptof jus-
tice."

. . ,President Fillmore's proclamation la a most .proper and
.well-conceived paper, which wH', challenge tfce Tespect of
wood and law-abiding men of a<Kparties, and attract the con-

rfidence of foreign Governments, ac exhibiting a purposawpon
our part to comply with every demand of duty, and to pre-
.eerie peace with friendly nations. We like this prompt and
-efficient mode of action at headquarters , and the President
may rest assured that his course will be vindicated by the
great majority of the country, however much it may ke depreca¬
ted by those who have particular objects to serve «r sclfiat
interests to advance. He holds his tflace under an oath to
eee the laws>feilhfully executed ; and whatever may be the
pokey of those laws in the estimation of this or that commu¬
nity, or of one or another section, itria his enjoined duty tc

have them carried into effect by alULe power placed at hie
dispo&al, and >while so engaged he decerns to be and will be
sustained. And the occasion is both i becoming and a fit
one for us to say that in the whole admiaistiation of the Go¬
vernment, although encompassed by extraordinary difficulties,
and cramped by -the disaffection of proteasing friends, Presi¬
dent Fiixxoai has proved himself equal to all his responsi¬
bilities, and justified that high confidence which a long and
eminent public career hid Inspired, the fullness of which led
to the selection by which his present elevation was accom¬

plished. If prudence, sagacity, justiw, aad integrity are

qualitie* which should commend a public man to the favor of
his country, the present Executive, in all that concerns the
great interests with which he is chargeJ, has teason not only
to be proud of his fame, but to be grateful for the emergencies
which have arisen for the development of these striking excel¬
lences of character. We apeak of him aa the Chief Execu¬
tive, administering the affairs of a Government which stsnds
as the wonder if not the envy of the cirilixed world. With
the small concerns of place and the dispensation of patronage
we have nothing to do. The disappointed will censure and
the dissatisfied will carp; but there is a mighty opinion
above and beyond the office-hunting tribe, which it should be
the pride of every elevated statesman to gain and to hold ;
and that opinion has pall liberal homage to the worth and to
the abilities of Millard Fillmore. In the midst of danger
he has been c»lm ; surrounded by conflicting counsels he has
been wise ; assailed by unprincipled demagogues he has been
generous ; embarrassed bj the excesses of sectional parties
he baa stood steadfast to the Constitution ; and upon every
question of Whig policy he has shown fidelity and seal.

FROM THK new 10RR COMMERCIAL ADVKRTISKR.
It is beyond all comprehension how American gentlemen

can be so far forgetful of the righta of property, of the dictates
of honor, and the principle of common honenty, of Interna¬
tional comity, and of the reverence and obedience to which
the laws of their own country are entitled, aa to be found at
the head of, or in any way participators in, such a movement
as this piojected descent upon Cuba. We cannot under¬
stand it. We supposed that the standard of national mora-

l.ty was much higher than this. Were Cuba in open revolt
against some additional act of oppression on the part of her
Government.were she courageously and reeolutely fighting
for her own freedom against a tyrant.we could conceive that
chivalrous republicans would find it hard work to stand by
as idle spectators of the determined efforts of so near e neigh¬
bor in her struggle for freedom. But no each incentive ex-

ists, m any impartial person will allow. 'The projected ex*

{¦edition is a naked act of invasion, the motive of which can»

not but be unworthy.an act which our Government
aid in preventing, or be brsnded as the abettor and fosterer
of bands of marauders, pirates, and freebooters.

Every one who wishes weH to his country must regret also
the attempts to throw ridicule alike upon these projected
bleaches of national good faith and the resolute and praise¬
worthy efforts of our own Government to preserve justice to

a friendly Power, and maintain its own reputation before the
world. We do not believe that with the intelligent people of
this community such attempts to undermine the national
sense of justice can froduce any serious effect; but the aim
is no less to be condemned. The people of this city will
honor the United States Marsha) for the promptitude and good
judgment with which he has scted in this business. The
disclosures resulting from his vigilance and energy have proved
beyond all succeesful denial that a monstrous wrong to 8pain
.and in effect cn even greater wrong lo the United 8tatea.
wss about to be perpetrated by persons intending to sail from
'this port. The iniquity has been very happily " nipped in
'the bud," we trust not " to bloom heresfter."

TROX THB MEW TORK " EXPRESS."
The Tekchisgs or "Marisest Destirx.".>Arr Scho¬

larship..Our news columns, the few days past, have re-

| eorded many facts, and alleged fects, going to show that there
are men omong ua yet who dream of plucking the " gem of
the Antilles" from the coronet sf >Queen Isabella. Who these

parties ere, or what are their plans, nobody knows very defi-

nitely cs yet. But saspicion is sufficiently cubitsntiated to

demonstrate that Cuba ia net to be let alone. Government,
it will be seen, is doing its ntmost to circumvent the plans of
the freeboters, but we fear the prixe is too tempting to be suo-

cessfally resisted far any greet length of time.
Covetousness is too often considered a weakness (instead -of

a crime, aa it is when it Impels or stimulstes to the commis¬
sion of crime. A .dangerous and wicked pession to indulge in
'ho individual, it is infinitely more dangerous and wicked
when a whole nation falls a victim to it.

Covetousness tad a-good deal to do with the annexation of

[Texas, and still -more so with the appropriation of Mecican
territory which followedtbe consummation of that act " The

pomp and circumstance of glorious wer" had their tempta¬
tions, but these were only the gild, the polish, the varnishing
over of the selfishness which lay at the bottom of the desire to

acquire" froso Mexico-much of the richest part of'her do¬
minions. This'is a historical truth, in which all moralists
will agree, howsoever politicians msy differ.
As with individuals, so with nations, covetousness grows

with what it feeds upon. Give it a little now, knd anon it
will want more. 'It is never satisfied, but is ever crying,
" Give, give^give." We obtained Texas, and a good slice
of Mexican territory. We paused awhile to contemplate the

glittering gains that had* fallen to our lot in California. The
novelty of thet is pasauag away, and'now is ooming back
again a desire for further "acquisitions." Into what new

dangers is -this accursed fust of territorial spoliation to

lead us ?
The "manifest destiny":ideas, which took deep root with

some of our people about the time they annexed Texas, and
which afterwards flourished during the Mexican wsr, must

have room for expansion. This thirst for " land stesling" is
one which-it" is easier to excite than to quench in a country
like ours, (brimful of adventoreraand " manifest destiny men"
from all quarters of the^rorld. The part of true patriotism
and wise etctesmanshipsbould be to keep in check, and not
as csrtain leaders of .' the1 Democracy" love to do.give scope
to thia lawless spirit of-adventure, which is now in the habit
of cloaking Rs schemes ef plunder with the profession of giv¬
ing liberty and emancipation to the plundered.

FROM THE TREK*OK (if. J.) 8TATB-C-AZETTE.

The A® niKisTRATiew awd the Ccbax Expedition..
The prompt and energetic measures of the Administration to

break up the expeditions against Cubs, formed or forming in
?arioua parts of the country, will of course>command the ap¬
probation of all good >£nd considerate men. Under aome

previous Ad ministrations, we had reason'to be ashamed of
(he unwillingness of the Government to restrain such lawless
attempts against the pecce and stability of some neighboring
Governments. Some ef our Presidents have seemed more

anxious to stsnd well with these lawless classes of men than
to preserve the faith of the nation, solemnly plighted by treaty
to neighboring and friendly Powers. Mr. Fillmore does
not stoop, we are pleased to see, to suchhsae meana of ac¬

quiring popularity,.
FROM THESCORGETOWR RBIMMUTER.

Every American heact. we feel assured, will rejoice at the
just and petriotic course which shines .forth as clear as the
meridian sun in the recent proclamation of the President;
we allude to the one just issued in regard to the second high¬
handed aMempt of the Cuban piratea. I Dead ai they appear
to be to ail sense of the national honor, and determined as

they seem to be to rush madly into irretrievable ruin, it will
be a subject of gratulatioc to the American people that the
officers to whom they beve delegated the exercise of thair
sovereignty are fully alive to the responsibilities of the na*

tional faith«cnd the moral eense of mankind. Heretofore the
American authorities have reasoned with these wayward men,
but it was like grappling wdth the wind, and it has for a se-

cond time become necessary to interpose the stern mandate
ef the Execctive against Ihem ; and with the consequences
involved in this action of the President lying in their path, it
will be wonderful indeed if these pests of civilized society,
should they persist in their nefarious designs, escape the pun-
ishment they so richly merit.

BCOM THE ALEXaSRDRIA QiZtTVr.

The Proclamation of the Rresident against the Cuba agita¬
tors is just such an official paper on the suljrect as we are

proud to see, and as might have been expected Crom the Exe¬
cutive. It is explicit in langcage, and breathes a noble and
elevated spirit. oreign Governments from thisvwill learn to

.respect the honor and faith of o«»r country, and to know that

.our President wilt execute the laws with regard to them just
*s he will enforce the laws which operate upon ourewn citizens
4n relation to their home matters. Faction which looks to the
disturbance of our peace with other nations, and fae:ion which
threatens the harmocy of our Union, will alike -receive the
eteui condemnation of the President.

from THE richmo!kSt WHIG.

The Proclamation of Presidirt Fillmore, which we

published yesterday, is precisely such a document rs we

should have expected fcom one whose entire executive career

has been illustrated by a determination to uphold and main¬
tain, to their fullest extent, the constitution and the laws It
is not confined to a mere throat to arrest and bring to trial all
engaged in the piratical attempt to invade a foreign nation ;

but it bridy, yet forcibly, pointa out to the rash and inexpe¬
rienced youth of the country the folly of emharking in such
an enterprise, and exhorts all good citixena to lend their i

as far as lies in their power, to avert such a stigma upon
our national fame. That auch monitions will be properly sp-
precistrd by the largo mass of the American people, we can¬

not for a moment doubt. A few reckless and desperate ad¬
venturers will, in all probability, prate about its being a usur¬

pation of authority, and may find unprincipled demagogues here
and there to sustain them in their clamor. But we hazard
nothing in saying that ninety-nine hundrotha of the law-lov¬
ing citizens of the'land will award to the President all praise
for this prompt and energetic move to uphold the sanctity of
the laws.

ANEMOLOGY.
We are indebted to the politeness of Lieut. Macrt for a

copy of the Appendix to the Washington Astronomical Ob¬
servations for 1846.a masterly specimen of patient induction
and of analytical reasoning. The Appendix sims to estsblish
the relstion between msgnetism snd the circulation of the

atmosphere | and the results obtained would sppear also to

confirm the " Indications" of the " Wind and Current Charts"
published by the same gentleman.
A theory of the winds wss wanting to complete the science

of navigation j and the Natiokal Observatort bids fsir
to deduce such a theory, and to establish tlcdricity as the
ruling agent
Our poets may therefore prepare to tranafer their allegiance,

and bid farewell to that blustering old monarch who has so

long ruled the powers of ahwJklue, at whose behest
Una Eunssque Notusque ruunf, creberque procellis,Afiricdo, at vastos volvunt ad litora flootus."

THE CUBAN INVADER8 IN NEW JERSEY.

A Perth Amboy correspondent of the Newark
Daily Advertiser gives the following as a correct
history of the movements of the Cuba adventurers
in the State of New Jersey. The arrest of some
of the instigators of this unlawful enterprise at New
York, and the prompt measures that have been ta¬
ken by the Government to prevent similar organi¬
sations from leaving other parts of the country,
will probably save the nation from the disgrace that
would attach to the sailing of a second expedition
from iti shores to attack the dominions of a friend¬
ly Power:

Perth Amhot, (N. J.) Aran. 26, 1851.
" Information waa received at the custom-house in Ibe af¬

ternoon of Wednesday laat that a body of emigrant* waa to
be transported from 8outh Amboy to Bandy Hook durisg <bat
night, and that a sloop chartered for that purpose if New
York had been lying at ihe wharf for twenly-four hours.
8uch an arrangement being unusual, and exciting suspicion,
the Deputy Collector for this district, accompanied by two
officers of the customs, proceeded to Booth Amboy to aecer-

tain, if poseible, the object of such an embarkation. 8ome
fifty fine looking men landed from the steamer John Potter a

few moments previously wero found in groups acting the
emigrant, and the Captain of the sloop expected one hundred
and fifty more before 11 o'clock P. M. by the Philadelphia
trains. Some further conversation with the Captain resulted
in an order to take the sloop to Perth Amboy, and anchor
there until further orders. Tbia was promptly obeyed.

" Signals were found on board which had been given in
charge of the captain, and were to have been used to commu¬
nicate with the steamer expected to be anchored off the Hook
in waiting for the emigrants. These were given up. Let¬
ters to the Collector, U. 8. District AUorney, U. 8. Mar¬
shal, at New York, were immediately prepared, and, <^U
patched in the night by special messengers. Two of thj
supposed leadera of the party went to New York at three
o'clock on Thuraday morning in the ateamer transport. A
atrict watch waa kept on the remainder of the party until
Friday at 7 P. M., when these 4 adventurous patriota' left foi
New York in the steamer John Potter. Mr. Talimadoe,
the U. 8. Marahal for New York, came down a few minutei
after the departure of the boat, and consequently waa unabh
to recogniae any of the ' emigrants.'"

FROM THE HEW TOBK MIRROR O* MOHDAT BTEHtBO.

Tub Cuban Expeihtio*.Arrett of Sutpected Parties
Six persona, who are believed to have been engaged in get
ting up the expedition against Cuba, were arreated on Bstur
day, namely, Capt. Lewis, of the steamboat Cleopatra
Louis Shlesinger, a Hungarian, and one who had attained ir
his own country the raak of Major ; John L. O'Sullivan
Wm. T. Rogers, Dr. Daniel H. Burtnett, and Jose M. 8an
chez Yzanga.
The amount of bail required of-each to answer at court wai

$3,000. Capt. Lewis and 8hleeinger were aiene committee
in default. Yesterday at an early hour the mate of the Cleo
patia waa also snrrerted.
The evidence against theee parties waa obtained from th»

men who were waiting at South Amboy to embark. The]
state that they were engaged to proceed to New Orleans,
thence to some other American port, and finally to Cuba,
arid gave the namea and reeidencca of the above parties u
being engaged in getting up the affair.
The ateamer 'Cleopatra is now in the possession of a file o

marines under thecommand of J. C. Brain ; she ia subjectei
to the discipline of a captured vessels and aentinela, armed,
pace the gangway. A more thorough aearch of the vesse

would seem to confirm the suspicion againat her. Twentj
kega of gunpowder ware found aecretly stowed away, and foui

kheavy bales of eoldier's blankets, each containing probablj
one hundred blankets.

The Baltimore CKpper has published the pro¬
ceedings of a Convention of Free Colored People,
held in Cambridge (Md.) on the 20th instant, in
which il was resolved to send a deputation of two
persons to (Liberia to examine aed report upon the
actual condition of things ithere, to'enable the mem¬
bers of the Convention and other free persons of
color in Maryland to decide upon the propriety ol
removing to that republic. Upon this proceeding
the "Clipper" remarks as follows:
" We consider thira vary important movement, and truly

rejoice that it has been made. It ia right that the free people
of col<>r of Maryland, who are disposed to improve their mo¬

ral and social condition, should be satisfied by indisputsble
testimony of the system of government, laws, and advan¬
tages ofihecountry to which they propose to remove, before
they take the final step. The members of the Convention at
Cambridge have taken the proper view of the whole subject,
and have made a correct movement. They are aware of the
impossibility of their ever obtaining equal rights and privileges
in any of the 8tates of tbe Union, and are disposed to seek
them in Africa, if aasured that they can be found there, to¬

gether with a fair prospect of receiving an adequate remune¬
ration for their industry. This is all that can be asked. Lvt
their deputation visit Liberia, and the Maryland colony also,
if they think proper, and aee for themaelvea whether the in¬
formation heretofore reoeived be correct or false, and let their
decision as to emigrating irest upon the report which may be
made. To that we have no objection, for we feel well as

sured that the report will be such as to encourage emigration
on a large scale, not only from Maryland, but from other
States."

PRIZE FIGHTS.
The papers announce that a man of Caldwell, New York,

haa accepted the challenge of "Tom Hyer" to a prize-fight
for $10,000, and will meet hioa to settle tbe preliminaries at
the Branch Hotel, aa the 8th of Msy. Sorely public opinion
will signally condemn the authorities concerned, if, after a

notice publicly given, so gross a brutality is allowed to take
place. A disgraceful encounter of this character, and the
more inhuman from the want of equality in the combatanta,
lately occurred in our vioinity, though, thanks to the vigilance
of our peace officers, our city was spared the shame of being
the scene ef it. New York has reason to know that these
matches sometimes terminate fatally, and are ia all instances
indecent and unworthy of any people who are above the ne-

ceseify of a continual resort to physical force* Two wretchea
are hired, or offer themselves for gsin, to stand before each
other and clash the likenees of humanity from each other's
countenances with the fury and stupidity of dogs, while the
excited crowd stands around, quickly debaaing its nature from
the natural abhorrence of such bloody pleasure, till habit
enables it to enjoy the unmanly spectacle. If no otker reason
could be given for the prevention of these disgusting exhibi¬
tions, it would be enough that they inure the bystanders to
the sight of bloodshed, and render them more or leaa ferocious,
lawless, and careless of the sanctity of human life. It is a

grave reproach to a civilized community to permit such con¬

flicts, brutalizing in their tendencies, and vulgar in all their
accessories.

FROM LIBERIA.
Letters from Monrovia to the 13th of February (says the

Commercial Advertiser) are of an interesting character.
Among other marks of improvement is the aaanrance that
Liberia will aoon become a large exporter of cotton. The
success which attends ita cultivation ia beyond the expectation
of ita warmeet friends.
A letter from H. Teage, dated at Monrovia, February

13th, aays s .'A large number of vessels are now here, which
causes more than usual competition in trade. The cotton
business will succeed. Captain 8haw, the cotton agent here,
told me, a few days since, that he expects to losd bis vewel
with cotton ; so we have another atart."
The Captain Shaw mentioned in the above rxtract i» the

peraon »ent out from England to Iry the experiment whether
cotton can be raieed for exportation. Mr. Bhaw, we believe,
had not been in Liberia one year when Mr. Teage wrote;
yet he appears already to have arrived at tbe opinion that he
will be enabled to send a cargo of cotton to Liverpool. Thi«
is certainly another triumph for the new republic.

Exflosiob o» a Boda Focwtaiw. The New Orleans
Piesyune saya that on Saturday week, while a sods fountain
was being charged, at the coroer of Orleans and Koyal streets,
it exploded with the repeat of ¦ cannon, and flew up in the
air learly two hundred feat, k passed over the Orleans
theatre in its course, aod eaare dowa ia 8t. Ann etwei. A pieceof the fountain struck againat a deer where a link negro girl
was standing, and came within an aee ef killing her.

VIRGINIA WHIG MANIFESTO.

mo* thk iiw tors, uritii.

The Whig members of the Virginia Legislaturehave issued another capital address to the people
of that Stale. It abounds in sentiments of loyalty
to the Union, respect for the laws, and in a manly
determination to support in good faith each and all
of the measures of compromise. It is enough to
say of this appeal that it is built up on the broad
national platform of Washington's Farewell Ad¬
dress. It says wisely that to the efficiency and
permanency of the Union the Federal Government
is indispensable ; and that as this sprang only from
a compromise and mutual concession between divers inte¬
rest*, so can it only be successfully administered by consent¬
ing ever to act in the same conciliatory spirit which original¬
ly gave it birth. A proper respect to its authority and ac¬

quiescence in its measures are duties required by the plainest
considerations of national, of Utate, and of individual wel¬
fare. It belongs to the States, it is said, to regu'a'e at pleasure
their domestic institutions; whilst to the federal authority
are equally confided those larger and mare national powers
which concern the mutual relations of the 8tatss themselve*,
and were deemed necessary to be exercised by that authority
in order to the comin>n safety and prosperity. It is argued,
upon the subject of the internal industry of the country, that
there must be contrariety of opinion upon measures, which,
designed to establish a policy calculated to affact the indus¬
trial pursuits and domestic economy of communities as well
as individuals, operate of necessity, for that very reason, un¬

equally. Upon these subjects we quote :

" Under the influence of these considerations, however
much we might oppose, as to a tariff, a return to an exces-
aiva rate of duties, or, as to infernal improvements, a lavish
system of appropriations, we may be well content by a judi¬
cious arrang-ment of duties upon foreign merchandise such

tmewary for an economical administration of the Go¬
vernment, to encourage our domestic manufactures, and to
provide in time of peace such improvements of our harbois,
sea and lake, and our principal rivers, as may be necessary
to consolidate our strength within, and to secure our safety
without. With the protection of such a tariff, and the c )n-
struction of such work", there can be little reason to appre¬
hend any considerable dissatisfaction. For it is only wheu
excessive duties are imposed, aud when af propriations are

heedlessly pushed to works of minor importance, that the
suspicion ispicited of an intention to convert the high powers
of Goveranjent into a mere machinery for subserving If cal,
sectional, ot sordid purposes. A strong feeling of nationali¬
ty exists fortunately amongst us, and it needs only a wise
and temperate administration of our federal affairs in order
to exalt to be highest degree the just pride every true Ame¬
rican feels h the progress of bis country's greatness."
Of the dministration of the fugitive slave liw, it is said :

"We view all obstructions to the execution of this law,
whether ot the part of States or of individuals, as destruc¬
tive of the Kindamental principles of our Union, and as of
fatal tendency. We consider the constitution as obligatory
on 8tate legislation, and we consider it the duty of every in¬
dividual 14 obey the established Government. We therefore
hold ittobe the duty of the federal authorities to enforce, by
all the oefcstitutional means at tbeir command, the observ¬
ance of iM" law."

" A« Vhigs, we congratulate our party and the country
on the entire fulfilment ot the Whig aasurances during the
last Providential canvass that Mr. Fillmore would prove aound
on the questions that affect 8outbern safety. Of course, we

may equklly congratulate them on the falsification of the in¬
jurious predictions and accusations so boldly and indiscrimi¬
nately made against him by his adversaries. His patriotic
performance of hi? high duties, bis wise, right, and firm
conduct under difficulty, have vindicated our faith in him,
and endeared him to all good citizens."
The iddress goes on to lament the tendency to a geographi¬

cal diviiion of parties as one of the consequences of srctional
agitation, the effects of which we were ao forcibly warm d
against by the great Washington. The atate of affurs in
South Carolina also receives a share of attention. South
Carolina, it is said, alone rejects the proffered compromise ;

and, with intentions hereafter to be explained, has provided
by law for the appointment of deputies to the Southern Con¬
gress recommended by the Nashville Convention. It is hop¬
ed that such a Congress caanot at this time be assembled, as

no other State has taken steps to be represented in that body.
But membera have been elected to a Convention, and of this
Convention, about to assemble, the address says that in the
present condition of our affairs there is nothing to justify ex¬

treme msemres on any part, and trusting to the good sense
and patriotism of the people of that State, the Whig signers
would apprehend nothing really dangerous to the Union, did
they not know that in the canvass preceding the election can¬
didates before the people opeuly avowed themselves in favor
of secession ; and that the election resulted in the choice of a

great majority of those who held that opinion.
The address goes on to argue that the admission of Cali¬

fornia as a State, and the settlement of the Texan boundaiy,
derived their validity, in part, as the records of Congress
will show, from the votes of Southern representatives. In
the present condition of affairs, Federal and State, it is there¬
fore said "there is no justification, nor even excuse, for the
meditated secession."
The following is the appropriate and spirited close of this

Whig 8tate paper:
" Fellow-citizens, let us rescue this question from the vor¬

tex of party, and spurn from our bosoms suspicions aud mis¬
trust. The union of the Stales is the real fortress of Ame¬
rican liberty; therefore, with a devout acknowledgment for
the great blessing, and a fervent, determined, patriotic devo¬
tion, let u« address ourselves to the sacred task of its preser.
vation."

Governor Ramsey, of Minnesota, accompanied
by his Lady, is at present on a visit to this city.

It is the most unaccountable thing to us (says
the South Carolinian) that so many of the leaders,
or ihose who have been regarded so, occasionally
manifest symptoms of unsteadiness, or rather of]
being in a quandary as to the action the State should
take. Eloquence is almost exhausted in depicting
the wrongs, aye the wrongs, that the people of this
State, in common with their fellow-eitizens, have
suffered from federal abolition legislation ; but when
redress is spoken of, eloquence becomes mute, or
at most degenerates into the language of hesitancy
and uncertainty. Why this should be in South
Carolina is more than we can form any idea of,
and certainly a cause of honest and genuine sur¬

prise among those who cling with tenacity to the
doctrine of State-rights..Charltston Mercury.

After full investigation by the Attorney General
and the Secretary of the Interior of the charges
against Commissioner Ewbakk, they have all been
dismissed ae frivolous and untrue, and a written
statement to that effect given to Mr. Ewbanx.

[ Corr. Philadelphia Inquirer.
Tki Lake Trade..Gen. Packer, of the Pennsylvania

Semite, in a speech recently delivered before that body, gives
the value of the lake trade for the year 1848, as follows :

Lake Erie $115,785,048
Lake Huron 847,152
Lake Michigan 24,320,481
Lake Ontario 28,144,000
L«ke Champlain 16,750,700
Lake 8:. Clair 639,524

Total $186,484,905
Forty milliona of dollars more than the whole foreign ex

port trade of the United 8tates.

BOUNTY* LAND CLAIMS.
Certain statements are going the rounds in the journals,

which, we are authorized to say from an official source, do
not correctly represent the action of the Pension Office on the
bounty land claima under the act of Sf ptember, 1850. It is
true, that the applications already received cxceed one hun¬
dred thousand in number, and are increasing at tbe.rate of
five huudred a day ; but, so far from tbe claims themselves
being permitted to slumber, they are subjected from their first
reception to a rapid process ofclassification and arrangement,
which, though to superficial observers it may appear tedious
and unnecessary, is essential to guard against error and con¬

fusion, and actually conducea to diapatch. There are now

nearly three hundred wairanta issuing daily, and means are

in constant exercise to swell the number to four hundred and
upwards. Nearly fifteen thousand warrants have been issued
to varioos parts of tbe country since the plates were first re-

osived from the eogravsia..Republic.

CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE MONUMENT.

Wa>hiii«to* Nitioiii Moxcmbht Orrici,
May 1, 1851.

Contribution! received at ibis Office during the month ol
April, from ill sources, except through special agents.

FROM THE MASONIC FKATERN1TV.
Morning 8tar Lodge, No. 85, North Carolina.... $10 01
Mosaic Lodge, No. 52, Maine 10 01
Jason Burr Lodge, No. 125, Georgia 8 0C
Moaroe Lodge, No. 18, Georgia 8 OC
Irondequoit Lodge, No. 65, New York 5 OH
Warren Royal Arch Chapter, No. 23, New York.. 8 04J
Fort Gibson Lodge, No. 35, Arkansas 25 0(1
Cuviigt^n Koysl Arch Chapter, No. 35, Kentucky 8 00
Eureka Lodge, No. 10, Arkansas 10 00
Kenesaw Lodge, No. 33, Georgia. 10 00
Greenville L'xlge, No. 57, Georgia 8 00
Cooaa Lodge, No. 66, Georgia 25 00
Harmony Lodge, No. 8, Ohio 5 00
Good Samaritan Lodge, No. 174, Kentucky 10 00
Camden Chapter, No. 40, Alabama 10 00
Franklin Lodg-', No. 14, Iowa 8 0(1
Darley Royil Arch Chapter, No. 7, Georgia 25 00
Molomon's Lodge, No. 5, Kentucky 10 00
Erin Lodge, No. *0, Georgia 10 00
Lafayette Lodge, No. 137, Virginia .'8 00
Harmony Lodge, No. 1, Mississippi 10 00
Natchez Royal Arch Chapter, Mississippi 10 00
Vanatla Lodge, No. 68, Mississippi 10 00
Bryantsville Lodge, No. 197, Kentucky 8 00
Ancient York Lodge, No. 127, Georgia 8 00

I. O. O. F.
Madison Lodge, No. 43, Illinois 8 00
Odin Lodge, No. 178, New York 8 00
Canfield Lodge, No. 155, Ohio 5 00
Washington L"dge, No. 8, District of Columbia.. 25 00
Mongaapa Lodge, No. 298, New Yoik 8 00
Oriental Lodge, No. 68, New York 25 00
Adam L^dge, No. 35, Maryland 10 00
8hal6rn Encampment, No. 12, Massachusetla.... 5 00

80N8 OF TEMPERANCE.
Western 8tar Division, No. 96, PenneyIvsnia.... 10 01
Pulaski Division, No 9, Tennessee 10 0(
Hope Division, No. 3, PennsyIvsnia 5 Ol
Green Hdl Division, No. 132, Tennessee 8 01
Williamsport Division, No. 17, Tennessee 8 01
Olive Branch Division, No. 48, Louiaiana 10 0(
Williamsburg Division, No. 5, New York 8 0.
Meridian Sun Division, No. 38, Pennsylvania.... 8 0C
Youghiogany Division, No. 243, Pennsylvania... 10 0C
Howard Division, No. 45, Pennsylvania 5 00
Chosen Friend.Division, No. 90, Pennsylvania.. 5 00
Germantown Division, No 57, Pennsylvania 5 00
Williamsport Division, No. 77, Pennsylvania.... 8 00
Hand-in Hand Division, No. 30, Pennsylvania... 8 00
Contributed at Monument Phco by visiters 120 50
From A. J. Mass, contributed by citizens of L»-

fayette Parish, Louisiana 58 00
From Rev. Moaea J. Kelly, Maine.... 1 00
From Messrs. Chubb, Schenck, <Sc Co., contributed

by 8. St. John, jr., Connecticut 10 00
From Messrs. Chubb, Schonck, <k Co., contributed

by J. J. A. Chambers, California 10 00
From Mr. Zintziriger and family 9 00
From G. A. Jones, U. 8. Marshal for the District

of Ohio .. 900 00
From A. D. Amiss, Assistant Marshal for the

District of Virgioia 5 95
From Charles Bingham, U. 8. Marshal for the

Southern Dis'rict of Alabama 581 34
From Dennis Pennington, Assistant Marshal for

the District of Indiana 10 00
From John Rolen, Assistant Marshal for the Dis-

trict of North Carolina 9 00
From A. A. Pettingell, U. 8. Marshal fir the Dis¬

trict of Connecticut, (fourth remittsnce).. 65 00
From L. H. Cotton, U. S. Marshal for the Diatrict

' of Wisconsin, (second remi.tance)....... 80 00

Total receipta for April, including those from spe¬
cial agents $2,946 90

PROFESSOR PAGE'8 ELECTRO-MAGNETIC
LOCOMOTIVE.

A gentleman whe was present, and ooe of those who went
in the car on its trip, furnished to the Republic the annexed
account of Prof. Paox's experiment on Tuesdsy laat. The
progress of the locomotive when it started was so slow that a

boy was enabled to keep pace with it for several hundred feet.
But the speed was soon increased, and Bladensburg, a dis¬
tance of, we believe, about five milea and a quarter, wai
reached in thirty-nine minutes. When within two miles ol
that place, the power of the battery being fully up, the loco
motive began to run, on nearly a level plane, at the rate o

nineteen miles an hour, or seven miles faster than the greates
speed heretofore attained. This velocity was continued for i

mile, when one of tbe cells cracked entirely open, wbict
caused the acids to intermix ; and, as a consequence, the
propelling power wss partially weakened. Two of tbe other
cells subsequently met with a similar disaster.
The Professor proceeded cautiously, fearing obstructions

on the wsy, such as the coming of cars in the opposite direc¬
tion, and cattle on the road. Seven halta were made, occu¬

pying in all forty minuses. But, notwithstanding these hin¬
drances snd delays, the trip to and from Bladenaburg was

accomplished in one minute less than two hours.
The cells were made of light earthenware, for the purpose

of the experiment merely, without reference to durability.
Thia part of the apparatus can therefore eaaily be guarded
against mishap.
The great point established was, that a locomotive on the

principle of Prof. Pasx can be made to travel nineteen miles
an hour.

Tbe numerous friends of President 8pakks (says the
Cambridge Chronicle) will be gratified to learn that he has
so far recovered from the effects of his mishap some time
since ss to be on the point of resuming the duties of his
office. He sppesred at evening prayera in the College cha¬
pel on Tuesday evening for tbe first time since his indispo¬
sition. The occasion was marked by one of those incidents
which relieve the monotony of every day life in college, and
add eo much enjoyment to the intercourse between the stu¬
dents and their instructors. The whole body of the students
gathered in front of tbe cbapel, after prayers, and greeted the
President with the very heariieat cheers their throats could
utter. Mr. Sparks responded in his customary cordial man¬
ner to this demonstration of friendly feeling on the part of his
"young friends."
Merchants and oihera having buainess in California will be

nterested in learning that the Hon. RoaxaT McLawb, late
chairman of the Committee of Commerce in the House of
Representative*, and Pmur Hamilton, Esq., son of Alex¬
ander Hamilton, and late counsellor of the city of New York,
have formed a co partnership and will prsctice Isw hereafter
in 8sn Francisco. Both these gentlemen sre of distinguished
ability, and eminent lawyers and business men. They will
without doubt tske rank at once as the leading lawyers in
California..Xtw York Courier 4r Em/uirer.
Thk Erricrs or the Stobji..The Plymouth, (Ma»s.)

Memoral of Saturday »ays:
" We learn that during tbe gale of la«t week a quantity

of linseed oil rsme ashore in the breakers, at Manoment
ponds. The oil was in forty gallon casks, fourteen of which
were rolled upon the shore in safety, but asveral casks were
burst by being da>hed against the rocks. The cssks thst
were saved contained about thirty gallons of oil each, which
proved to be in good condition. Tbe condition of the casks
waa such ss to render it ceitain that they had been in the
water a great while, perhaps many years. The outer surface
of ihe casks wss considerably decayed, and there were four
ridges of iron rust on each, which were tbe only remnants of
what were once iron hoops. The caska were covered with
barnaclea "

The above (robably came from the brig Hollander, of Bos¬
ton, from Rotterdam, which was capsized and sunk in Mas¬
sachusetts bsy about ten years since.

Floooiho at Ska..In a suit just tried in New York,
which was brought by one of the crew of the American ship
" Vsngusrd," to recover dsmages against tbe captain and
mate, for flagging the plaintiff on the passage from Liverpool
to New York, the Court charged that, whatever the provo¬
cation.and there was none in proof.the act of fi <gging a
seaman on board an American vessel was in direct violation
of a statute of the Uniud'Statee, passed September 28th,
1850, by which it is provided " that Hogging in the navy,and on board vessels ofcommerce, be and the same ia herebyabolished from and after the passage of said act." The Judgeheld tbst the statute subjected the defiendanta to reepond to
tbe plaintiff in dsmsges as fully as if no authority had ever
been given by law to a captain to inflict flogging on the sea¬
men cutspnsing his crew. Judgment was then given againstthe mate for ten dollars, and against the captain for one hun¬
dred and fifty dollars, for violation of the statute referred to.

The Burlington (Iowa) Telegraph atatee that a large num¬ber of teama ba«e recently passed through that place, bound
to Oregon. The emigrants were principally from Missouri
and Indians. 1

TELEGRAPH REPORTS, Ac.

Baltimore, April 30.5 P. M.
I regret to announce the death of the Re*. Job* M. Dc»-

cajt, for many years and until recently paator of the Fiiat
Independent Presbyterian Church of Baltimore. He expired
at hi* residence thia morning after a lingering illness, from
the effects of paralyais, in the fifty-eighth year of hie age.
Mr. Duncan haa alwaya been eateemed one among our able*-
and moat eloquent divines. Hia death ia much regretted.

JaifHT Lien haa recovered from her fatigue in travelling,
and will be iH fine voice for the concert to-morrow night. The
lit ket* are selling rapidly, and lha proceeds berg Je-igned
entirely for charitable purpose#, I have no doubt the theatre
will be filled to overflowing.
The Niagara'a newa haa depreaaed our market, and flour

declined 12$ centa per barrel, with aaleato day of 700 barrel*
ai $4.37i per barrel. Grain ia duller. Red wheat 96 to 98
centa, white 102 to 114 ; white and yellow corn GO to M, e
decline ; oata 40 to 43 ; whi.key 23 J to 24 } cents per gelien
in hogsheads and barrela.
The Telegraph repreaenta the ma'ket in New York aa chri?

under the Niagara'a newa. Flour declined 6$ cenu per bar¬
rel i common Stale, $4.18 a $4.85 j 8outhern, #4 81. Grain
duller.

Boston, April 28, 1851.
Late from 8t. Domiroo..The achooner Mary Chilton,

Capt. Holkins, from Port au Prince 9th inatant, arrived at
this port thia morning. Capt. Holkins report* that the
Chamber of Deputiea haa been in aeaaion lor the considere-
tion of the propoeition of the American Government relative
to acknowledging the independence of the Dominicans ; but
it waa generally atated on the day Capt. H. sailed that the
Chambers bad rejected the propoeition, and that the claim
made for the detention of the American brig Leander, and
the impriaonment of her captain, had/also been rejected. In
consequence of thia deciaion the Haytiena were anticipating
the arrival of au American squadron at Port au Prince.

Five of the persona concerned in the late conspiracy against
the Government of the empire were ahot while Cspt. H. wee

at Port au Prince. One of them, a cuatom-houae officer,
met hi* fate quite coolly, gravely saying that they might
shoot him, but there were plenty left; that an imperial Gov¬
ernment waa too expensive for auch a poor island, and neve*

would he sustained.
The Emperor 8olod«iu* haa called an additional military

force to Port au Prince, and parades the streets daily at the
head of two or three thousand men.

Boston, April 30, 2 P.M.
The steamer America sailed today with one hundred and

twenty five passengers and $100,000 in American gold and
3,300 Mexican dollars. Gen. W*. H. Whitehead bearer
of deapatchea to the American Legation at London, is among
the passengers. Many Boeton merchants and others, bound
for the World'* Fair, went out in the America.

Several Democratic clerka in the Custom House havebeeo
removed. It is aaid tbet Governor Boutwell is preparing
to make a general aweep of the Whig* holding office under
the State Government.
Samuel E. Sewall, the Free-soil candidate for Coogiese

in the aecond district, haa withdrawn from the canvass, and
recommends hi* friend* to support Mr. Rajtoitl, (Dem.)
who, he saya, has borne such noble testimony against the
'fugitive slave law.

Philadelphia, April 30, 2 P.M.
Several removals and appointments have been made in the

Custom House, to take effect on the l*t of May.
Danville, (Pa.) April 28.

Cbcbch Struck bt Liouthio.Sao Occca*xnc*-
The new Methodiat Church in thi* place waa struck by lights
ning yesterday afternoon about three o'clock, while the con¬

gregation were at prayer, and immediately preceding the ad¬
ministration of the communion. The electric fluid passed
down the steeple through the roof; and down the lamp rod* to
near the centre of the church and in the midst 6f the assem¬
bly, and from thence shooting off in every diraction. Mrs.
George Pehstl, a highly respectable lady, was *track and
instantly killed, and fifteen others injured very seriously.
They are now doing well.
The occurrence caused the greatest excitement and alarm,

'
and interrupted the eervices for the day. The shock was very
severe, and many of the females were carried out of the churcb
fainting. The steeple was completely shattered, and will
have to be removed. 8everal pews were lorn loose, the floor

1
boards torn up, and the doors shattered. The injury to the

'
building was considerable. It was a very handsome edifice,

| and bad been but recently completed.

TRAVEL ON THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER.

coanxsroirDEXCB or tbe journal or commerce.

New Orleahs, Aphjl 9, 1851.
For the twelfth time I have traversed the entire length of

the Ohio to its confluence with the Mississippi, and tbe let¬
ter noble river has borne me the same number of times safety
to the great Crescent City, where, at a aingle glance from
the steamboat'* deck, one behold* the produce of an empire.
Pile* upon piles ate waiting for shipment to every section of
the habitable globe.
What a glorious sight! What a happy contemplation !

How proud I am in knowing myself a member of the Ame¬
rican Union. Ye*, it ia true; hardly two years have passed
since we whipped one nation and fed another. Both Mexi¬
co and Ireland have reason to like us the better for it, and
they do. Dissolve this Union ! Let any anti-unionist,
however sanguine, go aboard a steamboat at Pittsburgh, and
come to New Oileans; watch the inseparable connexioc,.
tbe indissoluble tie*, the paternal and fraternal regard, lb©
enormous trade and other countless interests that he most

see, all binding together the slave and the free States, and be
will exclaim, " impossible !"
The boat* are usually well losded, both with freight and

passenger*, snd the average price is actually higher than it
was a few years back, although to a traveller from any other
part of the world it appears astonishingly cheap, and indeed
it is. A Mississippi boat ia much the same as ever. It-
takes one a great many miles with a heap of comfort, and
give* a great deal to eat for a little money. It coats but from
one to one and three-quarter cent* per* mile all found, or two-
and a half dollar* per dsy to live on a steamboat for the long
route*. It take* from nine to twelve day* from Pittsburgh
to thi* city, according to the *peed of the boats. Distance
nesr 2,500 miles.

I have often wondered why our Hudson river had ne audi
boats as are used here and on tbe Western waters.. Any
traveller who know* will aay be haa more genuine aociel
comfort on a " Mississippi steamboat" costing $35,06* than,
be ha* on a Northern boat costing $100,000. Why? Be¬
cause here the freight goea into the hold and on tbe lower
deck with the catlle, and the cabin passengers occupy the
clear clean upper deck, take their food in a light, airy hall,
and sleep, without extra charge, in state-rooms. There the
thing is reversed. The passengers eat end sleep in the bold,
often a gorgeous one certainly, but still a hole, or " hold,"
or pay extra, considerably, and have a state-room not alwsy*
well ventilated. Were I a steamboat man, I would frighten
some of these Commodore Vanderbilts with a bos', or four
of them, with one-fourth their capital.

Every thing is discassed during the ten days' p«.«*sgr, snd
I am happy to see that every year discovers more rational en¬

joyment. There is lesa poker and brag playing for heavy
stake*, and more whiat and euchre for fun and cigar* j leae
vingt-un for ten (aye, a hundred) dollars a corner, and
more of the same game for tbe honor of winning, and
smiles of the fair partners or lookers on. The boat be* every
varie'y of peasenger*. At the great depot of the mining snd

.melting region we took on the " iron master; at Cincin¬
nati the pork-packer, at Louisville ibe hemp growei v at

Madison, Indiana, the crn-grower; at Cairo the horticul¬
turist ; ard so on to the cotton-planter, merchant, gentle¬
man, and politicians.
The tremeodously increasing trade of New Oi leans as¬

tounds me every time I "rive in the city, and now more

than ever. Ocean steamship- are now added to the Km&tl
1 this steamboat city. The river and gulf bo.ts are atcemo-

lating beyond *11 precedehta.
The Meiicsn snd Teias coast trade is adding daily to tbe

i arrivals and ilepertures » so that with tbe nature! but wonder¬
ful increase of tbe Mississippi, Missouri, Ohio, and Arkan¬
sas river traffic flowing into the city. New Orleans haa and
is reaping advantages equalled by no city in oar hleseed
Union, except New York.


